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TABLE 12.3.2 
Schema of  the Material  Groups (kalāpas)  

FEATURE EYE DECAD KALĀPA* BODY DECAD KALĀPA HEART DECAD KALĀPA SEX DECAD KALĀPA 

Origin Kamma Kamma Kamma Kamma 

Appearance  Translucent Translucent Not translucent Not translucent 

Earth  Earth Earth Earth 

Water  Water Water Water 

Fire  Fire Fire Fire 

Wind  Wind Wind Wind 

Color  Color Color Color 

Odor  Odor  Odor  Odor  

Flavor  Flavor  Flavor  Flavor  

Nutriment Nutriment Nutriment Nutriment 

Life faculty Life faculty Life faculty Life faculty 

Rūpas 

Eye sensitivity* Body sensitivity Heart materiality  Sex determination  

Generations 
reproduced 

4-5  4–5  4–5 4–5 

* Ear, nose and tongue kalāpas are discerned similarly—replace “eye” with the appropriate sense base. 

FEATURE LIFE NONAD KALĀPA MIND-PRODUCED 
OCTAD KALĀPA 

TEMPERATURE-
PRODUCED OCTAD 
KALĀPA 

NUTRIMENT-
PRODUCED OCTAD 
KALĀPA 

Origin Kamma Mind Temperature Nutriment 

Appearance  Not translucent Not translucent Not translucent Not translucent 

Earth Earth Earth Earth 

Water Water Water Water 

Fire Fire Fire Fire 

Wind Wind Wind Wind 

Color Color Color Color 

Odor  Odor  Odor  Odor  

Flavor  Flavor  Flavor  Flavor  

Nutriment Nutriment Nutriment Nutriment 

Rūpas 

Life Faculty    

Generations 
reproduced 

4–5  2–3 10–12 10–12 

 


